APUSH
Studying AP US History
Name___________________


Dear APUSH Students,

Welcome! You are about to experience one of the more memorable years of your life – Junior Year of High School. APUSH is the most difficult Social Science course offered at Mercy High School. But it can also be one of the most rewarding in terms of personal growth and for developing your self-confidence. 

 BASIC PHILOSOPHY behind your assignments:

The AP exam for US history is probably the most difficult of the AP exams. You are asked to recall myriad facts (“Specific Factual Information”), which is tested by the multiple choice portion of the exam.  You will also be categorizing these facts for use in describing themes in American history.
  The essay portion of the AP exam generally asks for a response that requires knowledge across a broad spectrum of time and/or themes. Your analysis will be supported by SFI, or “Specific Factual Information.” 
 
  TEXTBOOK:  “Just the facts, ma’am.” 
  It is an impossible task to “lecture the facts.” YOU must glean the facts from reading the textbook (and other readings as assigned.)  There will be a quiz for every chapter. The purpose of these quizzes is to assess how well you understand the “what happened” part of history (SFI.)  The tasks assigned with the reading are designed to help you remember details and to see the “big picture.” 
Also, it will be nearly impossible to re-read the textbook (all 1000 pages!) in the few “review” weeks before the AP exam. Therefore, you will want to have notes from class activities AND YOUR READING.  You will learn a new method for taking notes on your reading, starting this summer.  You will memorize the Presidents, their term in office, their political party, and their major accomplishments. This and other assignments are not make-work assignments;  they are designed to help you keep track of chronology (“what happened when”).
  
SUPPLEMENTAL READINGS: Or, “reading for depth.” Readings are chosen for several reasons: because they are interesting; because they describe someone’s (or a group’s) perspective of an event; because they illuminate  social  interactions, the culture, or political life of the time. Not all supplemental readings will have a specific assignment attached, but you will be expected to discuss and/or write about each reading in class. 
CLASS ACTIVITIES are intended to broaden and/or deepen your understanding of Historical Events, Multiple Perspectives, and/or Historical Categories. You will be assigned to a group for most activities. 
It is true that not everyone finds the same level of value of any one activity or assignment, and it is also true that all activities or assignments have value for most students. SAVE your work and the handouts! 
 WRITING:  ‘AP’ means ‘Answer the Prompt.’ You will have many opportunities to master  the dissection and analysis of the prompt so that you will, in fact, be able to “answer the prompt.” 
 
All of you do pretty well in English, so you have the basics and you know how to write an essay. Writing for History is different from writing for English. You will start practicing “writing for history” at the beginning of the year. There are two types of essay on the exam: the ‘regular response” essay and the dreaded DBQ, or Document Based Question. (You will write 3 essays altogether on the exam. In 2 hours, 10 minutes.) You will also gain practice in reading and analyzing the types of primary source documents used in a DBQ. 
LEVEL OF INSTRUCTION: By definition, the AP course is a college-level course. The textbook is written for college-level students, and you will be required to read a chapter a week, plus any supplemental reading. You will learn to plan your time wisely – time management is a skill that will serve you well in college, and – dare I say it?—in life!    Expect to spend a minimum of four hours – and often more like five hours – per week to prepare for class.    
SUMMARY: Your assignments have three purposes: 1) to provide a review package, personalized just for you; 2) to practice your history writing skills and get feedback; 3) to help you digest and assimilate historical knowledge. 
                                    

 (signed) ____________________________________□                     (( Type your name here)
I acknowledge that I have read and I understand the Philosophy of Assignments 
� Some examples of themes are   Reform movements, Foreign Policy, Rebellions, Women’s history,  Economic transitions  


� Comments from (2006) Exam readers: “I also read question 3…. They  failed to support their answers with facts.  Most knew about railroads but did not know the details-which railroads, government subsidies, etc.” 


� Comment made famous by (the fictional) Sgt. Joe Friday of the LAPD on the radio, then TV show,  Dragnet  (1951- 1970). 


� More comments from Exam readers: “When ever I come back from a reading, and I've been a reader for a long time now, I'm struck with the importance of chronology… [But] students who wrote about the l950's and then went on to connect what they wrote about to  reactions in the 60's were in good shape. This reminds me once again to indicate to students how important it is to be able to control chronology. I think we can't stress it enough!”    And,  “I agree ... I also read  question #5 And the DBQ and found that the students had no sense of chronology.  Some at the  reading  said that we need to go back and emphasize  important dates so that students can write in the correct timeframe.”


� "Many of the students answered the question they wanted to hear, not the one they were given." “Many of the students didn't address the decline of Progressivism in the 1920s--they just decided to write essays on the 1920s--jazz, gangsters, etc.” “In this question many, many students insisted on writing an answer that showed how the federal government impacted changes in the   South and did there[by demonstrate that they] did not read the question.”





